BIOPROJ.SABR.ORG  ::  The  Baseball  Biography  Project. 


Page  5  of 7 


Gillespie  followed  with  a  beautiful  drive  to  right  field.  Carpenter  tried  to 
score  on  this  hit  and  was  put  out  at  the  plate."  [19]  In  many  ways 
Gillespie's  career  ended  with  him  stranded  on  first  base,  back  in 
Carbondale. 

While  most  current  sources  list  Gillespie's  death  as  May  5,  1910  his 
death  certificate  lists  it  as  May  4,  1910.  Because  of  the  slow  schedule  of 
papers  of  the  time,  some  confusion  was  created  due  to  varying  datelines 
of  published  reports  of  his  death  but  May  4th.  is. 

Correct. 

Gillespie  is  listed  as  a  miner,  living  in  Carbondale  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  died  of  pneumonia  and  was  buried  in  St.  Rose  Catholic 
Cemetery  in  Carbondale  on  May  7,  1910.  The  wake  was  conducted  with 
William  J.  McHale  as  undertaker.  Gillespie  made  one  last  connection  to 
Major  League  Baseball  with  this  choice.  In  training  to  become  an 
undertaker,  Edward  Wade,  father  of  current  Philadelphia  Phillies  General 
Manager  Ed  Wade,  apprenticed  with  McHale. 

Gillespie  was  a  widower  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  lived  with  his 
mother  who  was  "perhaps  the  oldest  woman  in  Carbondale,  (and)  is 
supposed  to  be  over  a  hundred  years  of  age  and  was  able  to  attend  his 
funeral".  [20]  Another  source  stated  that  "He  was  survived  by  one  sister, 
Hannah  Gillespie."  "A  delegation  of  old  base  ball  players  from  New  York 
city  (sic)  are  expected  to  attend  the  funeral."  [21]  Who,  if  anyone,  came 
was  never  disclosed  by  the  local  papers.  Both  the  Carbondale  and 
Scranton,  Pa.  papers  of  the  time  fail  to  list  the  names  of  any  attendees, 
except  the  pallbearers,  none  of  whom  were  major  leaguers. 

Among  The  Carbondale  Leader's  Sports  Briefs  of  May  5,  1910  was  a 
story  attributed  to  the  "old  fan",  a  device  frequently  used  by  that  paper's 
sports  writer  of  the  time.  In  it,  he  makes  some  claims  for  the  hometown 
favorite.  Among  the  questionable  credits  claimed  for  Gillespie  are  that 
"□he  saved  the  pennant  for  New  York",  "Dwas  rated  among  the  'Big 
Four'  of  base  ball  and  has  made  one  of  the  most  sensational  catches 
ever  made  on  the  diamond."  While  the  third  claim  may  well  be  true,  the 
first  claim  is  highly  unlikely,  as  New  York  did  not  win  a  pennant  until 
1888  and  most  sources  are  in  agreement  that  Gillespie  left  the  Giants  in 
1887.  The  second  claim  probably  depends  on  what  the  writer  had  in 
mind,  but  the  only  references  this  writer  has  found  to  a  "Big  Four"  that 
included  Gillespie,  are  in  rather  sloppily  written  articles  which  list  the 
"Big  Four"  as  being  "Roger  O'Connor,  O'Keefe,  O'Rourke  and  Gillespie". 


The  obituaries  that  appeared  under  Wilkes-Barre  datelines,  list  Gillespie 
as  being  "Done  of  the  best-known  players  in  the  country,"  [14]  and  "one 
of  the  best  batters  in  the  big  leagues  at  that  time"  [15].  These  obituaries 
indicate  that  "He  laid  claim  to  being  the  first  player  ever  to  receive 
$2,800  salary  or  more"  and  that  "His  (older)  brother,  Jack  Gillespie,  one 
of  the  first  pitchers  to  use  a  curve  ball,  was  killed  in  Pittsburg  several 
years  ago." 

If  he  were  in  fact  the  first  player  paid  over  $2,800  it  would  have 
happened  in  1882  or  1883.  The  1890  Spalding's  Official  Base  Ball  Guide 
lists  the  players  then  active  who  had  played  from  1881  on,  and  in  1882, 
none  made  over  John  Ward's  $2,400.  In  1883  Buck  Ewing  is  the  highest 
paid  at  $3,100.  As  Gillespie  had  left  the  majors  in  1887,  he  is  not 
included  on  this  list.  In  a  number  of  years  during  his  career  newspaper 
articles  list  Gillespie  among  the  late  holdouts  on  the  New  York  team  but 
never  the  last,  except  perhaps  his  final  failed  hold-out. 
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